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Senate Chamber, Tuesday, 
November 17, 1863 
10 o'clock A. M. 

Senate met, roll called, quorum present. The journal 
of yesterday was read and adopted. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims reported a 
substitute for a bill for the relief of Peter Norton, also a 
bill for relief of John Murchison founded on his memorial. 
Read 1st time. 

The Judiciary Committee reported a bill to authorize 
the use of the jails of the several counties for the custody 
of deserters and recommended its passage. Also a bill to 
amend Article 392 of the Penal Code recommending that 
it do not pass. Also a bill for the relief of Henry K. Harri
son founded on his memorial. Read 1st time. 

The Committee on Internal Improvements reported a 
bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Iron Company recom
mending its passage. 

The Committee on Public Lands recommended the 
passage of a bill for the relief of pre-emption settlers. 

A joint resolution relative to the repeal of all property 
exemption and property detail laws was read 2nd time. 

Mr. Guinn moved to strike out the 2nd Section, where
upon the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock A. M. tomorrow. 

Senate Chamber, Wednesday, November 18, 1863 
10 o'clock A. M. 

Senate met, prayer by the Chaplain, roll called, quo
rum present. The journal of yesterday was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Jordan presented the petition of L. C. Ferguson 
for land. Referred to Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The Finance Committee reported a substitute for a 
bill appropriating 500,000 dollars as a hospital fund-also 
recommended the passage of a joint resolution authorizing 
the Military Board to pay the Confederate tax levied on 
Messrs. Whitescarver, Campbell and Company. 

The Military Committee reported a substitute for a 
bill for the enrollment and organization of state troops, and 
a bill requiring aliens to perform military duty, and a reso
lution on the subject of substitutes, recommending their 
passage. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims recommended 
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the passage of a bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Moore, deceased. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs reported recommend
ing the passage of a bill defining the duties of Agent of the 
Alabama and Coushatta Indians. 

The Select Committee on Frontier Defense reported a 
bill to define a frontier line and to provide for its defense. 
Read 1st time. 

Mr. Durant introduced a joint resolution on the subject 
of the sequestered property of alien enemies. Read 1st 
and 2nd times and referred to Committee on State Affairs. 

The Committee on Penitentiary recommended the 
adoption of the following amendments to a bill to provide 
for the employment of additional labor in the Penitentiary: 
After "Penitentiary" in 4th line, 4th Section, add "or out 
of proceeds of sales of articles manufactured therein." 

Mr. Wootten offered the following: "Resolved that the 
Finance Committee be requested to consider the practica
bility of embracing in their tax bill the levying a tax in the 
year 1864 on all property brought into this state since Jan
uary 1, 1863; also that they be requested to consider the 
necessity of levying an income tax on all retailers of spir
ituous liquors in quantities of less than one quart." Adopted. 

The motion to strike out the 2nd Section of a joint 
resolution requesting the repeal of all property exemption 
and property detail laws was put and carried. 

Mr. Lea moved to strike out all the 1st Section in 
relation to the levying an ad valorem tax on Negroes em
ployed in agriculture and an ad valorem tax to be levied 
on raw or uncultivated land. [The vote on this was as 
follows:] 

Yeas-Messrs. Beasley, Dickson, Durant, Ford, Guinn, 
Hartley, Hord, Jowers, Lea, Moore of Bastrop, Shepard, 
Throckmorton, Wootten, Wilson, and White-15. 

Nays-Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Cooley, Holland, 
Kinsey, Maxey, Mitchell, Montague, Parsons, Quayle, Sel
man, and Weatherford-12. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
by the following vote: Yeas-22, being unanimous. 

The bill to prevent Sabbath breaking being the special 
order was read 2nd time. Mr. Jowers moved to amend by 
inserting "Provided that in all cases of suits by indictments 
in the District Courts or prosecuted in magistrated courts 
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where the parties so prosecuted are not convicted the in
former shall pay all costs of suit incurred, and all informers' 
names shall be endorsed upon the back of the indictment 
information or warrant of arrest." 

Mr. Ford offered the following which was accepted: 
Strike out all after the worfd "convicted" and insert "The 
Judge or Court trying the same is satisfied that the de
fendant is prosecuted through malice or a desire to inquire 
him shall adjudge the cost of prosecution against the 
prosecutor." 

The bill and proposed amendments were then referred 
to a Select Committee of Four and Messrs. Maxey, Guinn, 
Ford, and Lea were announced. 

Mr. Selman introduced a joint resolution relative to 
the Confederate States owning property for forts, dock 
yards, etc. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Com
mittee on Confederate Relations. 

The Senate then adjourned until 10 o'clock A. M. to
morrow. 

Senate Chamber, Thursday, November 18, 1863 
10 o'clock A. M. 

Senate met, prayer by the Chaplain, roll called, quo
rum present. The journal of yesterday was read and 
adopted. 

A joint resolution asking the repeal of all property 
exemption and property detail Jaws \Vas reported correctly 
engrossed. 

The following bills were reported by the Judiciary 
Committee with the recommendation that they do not pass. 

A bill to amend the existing law regulating the dispo
sition of the estates of decedent. 

A bill to amend the third part of the Criminal Code. 
A bill to fix the prices of articles of necessity therein 

mentioned. 
The Select Committee reported a substitute for a bi11 

to prevent Sabbath breaking. 
Mr. Selman introduced a joint resolution proposing an 

amendment to the State Constitution. Read 1st and 2nd 
times and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

A bill to further regulate proceedings in the Supreme 
Court was read 2nd time. 

Mr. Hartley offered the following amendment: "Pro-


